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native corn, except as these barbarians sell it,—mnor
without them have we hitherto been able to obtain
it from any one or by any process—it was therefore,
and certainly is now, very easy for them by conven-
tion to cut off our food, and this they have appar-
ently striven to accomplish. And yet, such has been
God’s providence toward us that neither for us nor
for our 27 domestics, forsooth, has anything at all
been wanting of those things which in these places
are usual in the way of food and clothing: nay, even,
all things were abundantly supplied to us at a cheap-
er rate than to the natives themselves.

But, the demon raging in vain, more than 1,000
were baptized from among the dying, among whom
a great number of children prevented an unhappy
life by a happy death. This, I will say, deceived us,
whether happily or unhappily; for, while we hoped
for no small progress in our infant church this year,
we did indeed enrich the church with a new offspring,
but not the one which we had in mind: for our
thought was of the church militant, whereas God
provided for the church triumphant. For such was
the disturbance in these times of persecution, that
not only has no addition been made to our church
militant, but even the one congregated last year has
been almost altogether dispersed and disbanded: we
surmise that this disposition is perhaps in the decrees
of God, and that, through the triumphant church of
our barbarians, this militant one may be established.
He is the Lord: let him do what is good in his sight.
Certainly he has left us a seed, but that a small and
scanty one,—three or four heads of families, a few
old women,—a seed altogether as of mustard you
may say, or that hidden leaven of the gospel, and



